His MAJESFY's 
HIGH COMM I SSION ER 


And the Honoutable 5 
ESTATES or PARLIAMENT 


The COLLECTORS of the POLL inghſes 4 Auno 1693, 


FIeuoiy Sheweth, 

HAT for payment of the Arrecrs ide tO the Army meoctodiig che Firtt 

of February 1691, and our of the{e'for payment of. the Arrecrs due by 

the Army to the Country, there is a Poll impoſed conform ta the leve- 

ral Claſlcs expreſt in thar At : Whereby the Commillſioners of the (c- 

veral Shires were to ſub-divide themſelves, and rake up the Roll of the Polable 

perſons of cach Paroch, and return rhe ſame berwixt and the firſt of Ottober 1694: 

to the Lords of Thefaury, or Pol- Office, and the Perſons lyable conform to thele 

Rolls, were to pay at Martinmas inthe ſaid Year 1694, undcr the pain of the Qua» 
Cruple. 

This being a new Impoſition, both as.to the Subje& and way of Uplifting, and 
diftuted oyor all the Nation, and we being defirous to ſerve His Majeſty cherein 
prevailed at the Roup by offering Foucty Four 'Thoufand' one Hundred Pound: 
Sterling therefore, and got a Tark tliereof; whereby. we were ro have the Roll. of 
the polable perſons berwixt and the firſt. of Oober, and thereby to lift .the Pole ir 
ſelf according to theſe Rolls at Martinmaſs 1694. * under rhe pain of the Qua- 
druple from each deficicnr. 

When the firſt of Ofober came few Rolls were returned, whereupon we acquains 
ted the Theaſury therewith, both by Petition and Inſtcumene;: and alſo the Lords 
cf Privy Council 1flucd forth ſeveral Proclamations for: ſupplying theſe defeAs:Zur 
for all this the Rolls were never compleated not paymeats imoully made, {o thac 
the Quadruples fell due. | 

We were neceliitate ro ſend ſeveral perfons of Quality to repreſent our caſ(z to 
His M: 3j:ty, that the Tack was nor fulfiled ro us, and the Quadruples incurred, 
the upliiting whereof would be a great hardſhip to the People, whereupon his Ma- 

jzſty fiſt ( ted Execution for the Tack- duty, and then with content of Parliament 
Shs Nt the Tack of the (aid Pole into a Colleion. By the Att turning the Tack 
into.a Collefion, The reaſons for (o doirs cxpreſt in:the At are, That the le- 
vying of Money by Pole being new, and the Count rey and others concerned not obſerving 
the Rules and Ordinances contained in the A of Parltament thereanent , but throw their 
failzie i incurring the Quadruples appointed be the Jaid Aft by way of penalty, the foreſaid 
Tackſmen were not able to pay the forſaid Duty, unleſs they had been allowed to exat 
the foreJaid Quadruples, which had viſibly tended to the great oppreſsion and diſturbance 
of the haill Kirgdom. Therefore His Majeſty and Eltaces of Parliament liberace 
us from the forefaid Tack, and ordained us to Compt as Colleftors, and gave a 
Commiſſion to the Honaorable Perſons therein named to take in ourAccompr, .& 
detetmine all diff:rences thereanent ; and co ferm the ſame at 30000 1b. Sterling 
as the minimum, and no perſon being able to otee that Sum, the Lord Balbeaven 
| and 


2nd others, for the behoove of the Officers for whom the Pole was impoſed, took 
the ſame at that rate. | b 
' The Commiſſion after much Paines and Travel prepared and preſented a 
Report to the [Parliament, in two points, whereot we ate principally concerned, 
The Firſt is, whether our Expenſes ought to be allowed to us conform to the c 
Accompr we have offered. And Secondly, Whether we can be further l1able for the 
Viatuples then for Ommiſſions and Concealments of our own Intromiſſions, but 
not for the Vintuples of the Concealments of our Sub-ColleQors, for which they 
themſclves as the Perſons guilty, ought only ro be liable: 

As tothe firſt point we humbly conceive, that our Expenſes cannot be refuſed* |< 
becauſe our Tack being turned into a ColleQion, not upon our Accomprt alone, R 
bur upon thejuſt grounds repreſented in theAct,and we made Colleors;we ought i 
ro be conſidered as if we had been appointed ColleAors from the beginning: in b 
which caſe it-is unqueſtionable,that where a Tack is louſed and rurncd co a Colle- 
Qion in the ſame Tackſmens Hands, we are in the ſame caſe as if we had bcen 
always ColleQors, and never Tackſmen, And (o by the foreſaid At 1693, im- |. 
poſing the Poll, the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy Council are impowered co-|! 
allow out of the ſaid Poll Money, ſuch Charges and Expenſcs as ſhall bz neceſſary Þ* 
for Execution of that Act, And therefore conform to the ſaid Power, it is hum- V 
bly expected from the Juſtice of the Parliament, that our Expenſes and Charges 
will be allowed us. In 

240, By the Act appointing us Collectors, the Commiſsioners therein named |® 
are impowered to allow, or not allow our Expenſes for in-bringing of the Potl, " 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe: Which clearly imports, that our Expenſes was ſtill under |? * 
Conſideration, and the Allowing only delayed till our Diligence and Pains ſhould 
appear. 1 | 
3tio, The report bears, that the Commiſſion found, that the expence of up- | 
lifring what remained of the Poll would cxhauſt what could be recovercd : And 
feeing what remained, was farmed at 6000 /ib: Sterling, we having uplifted 
2.4000 /ib: Sterling, and the whole being Farmed be the Officers for 30000 1:6: 
Sterling: it is evident that we could nor uplift 24000 /ih: , whereof a part from 
cach perſon in the Nation without vaſt expences, beſides the expences of our ap- 
plication at Court; attending Parliaments, and the Commitllion theſe f{everal years, f7 
and otherwayes, ſeing the 6000 {;h: could not be uplifred for its value; And upon 
which ground we refuſed to Farm the Poll at the minimum; and ſv the Officers who 
had the right thereto, and could be in no hazard, took the ſame at that rate 

4to Though the Officers had the Farm thir many years; Yet afcer all their di- 
ligence they have recovered little, except from ſuch Shires as were totally defici- 
ent to us. 

We being turned from Tacks-men to ColleQors, not from meer Grace and 
Favour to our (elves, but upon plain and neceſlar grounds of Juſtice related in the 
AR, Yiz, Thar Levying of Money by Poll was new, and that che Country had 
failed in obſerving the Rules preſcribed, whereby we are not only blamleſs,buc in 
eftet wronged by our Tacks not being obſerved and fulfilled ro us. 
240, The AR doth furder acknowledge, that the Country had incurred the qua- 
druples, and that theſe quadruples were due to us : And which it we had cxatted 
we could have payed the whole Tack-duty : So chat the Adt of Patliament having l 
Diſcharged theſe quadruples which was the Subjet of our Tack, it neceſfarly fol- 
lows, that the T'ack was turned to aColleRion for a moſt oncrous Cauſe upon our; 
part; and{o conſequently we fall all our expences and Charges : and if there were [ 
place to bring ws the Queſtion; we might juſtly demand vallarics for our paias. 
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. | Itis known, that when ſeveral Tacks ſert by the Theſaurie and Exchequer haye 
heen turned to a Colletion; and the Tack{men appointed ColleRors, they gor 
not only their Charges bur Salaries : And we cannot be jealous, nor apprehend 
from ſo juſt a Parliament, that our Tack being turned into aColleion,n: t for cur 
ſakes,but for the hail* Ceuntrey,who bad incurred theQuadruples which belonged 
to u5, and whereof they are thereby diſcharged, That we ſhall pay for the favour 
done to theCountrey, and in our prejudice,But that the honourable Eſtaces will 
low us our Charpes, In repreſenting the ſame to His Majeſty, uplifting, and 0- 
4 therways upon that behalf: Forif any loſs be ſuſtained by the Convertion, the 
1. [Councrey in general, who were diſcharged of the Quadruples, which was our 
|Right, and nor we, who were deprived of theſe Quadruples, ought ro make up 
the fame. And in general, That Expenſes ought to be allowed to us, was found 
|by a Vote of the Commiſsion after full Debate, '*—oae' |< | | 
THE 24: Queſtion which the Report preſents to the Parliament is, concerning 
the Vintuples : As to which we humbly repreſent, That we can only be ly able 
to theſe of our own Concealment, and not for our Sub-colleQors, who if perſonal 
|Tranſgrciſors, muſt ſuſtain the perſonal Puniſhment, ' according to the known 
principles of Law, That oxa caput ſequitur © pena tenet ſuos authorer, = 
The Repert bears, Thar the Officers opponed the Ad of Parliament, which 
bears the former Tack to have been turned to a Collection, upon the Condition, 
that the Tackſ{men and Sub-colieQors ſhould be lyable in 20 s. for each ſhilling 
4 foncealled, and that the Tackimen ſhould be 1yable for there Sub-colleQors. 
4 | To which it isanſ{wered, That the Act of Pariiamerr is opponed, Turning the 
Tack ex. juſtitia into a ColleQion, and ordaining The 7ackſmen to Compt for their 
Intromiſſiens with the Pol-money : Sick like as, if they bad only been Collefttors and in- 
ead of the Tack, had got a Commiſſion allenarly for that effett, ' - © 
By which it is ciear, That they «ware only ro Corpt as ColleQors tor their 
id tromiſſions : Ir is ccue, There are Conditions annexed, w/2. That the Tack(- 
-q ſen be lyable forall the Sub-colleQors and Mannagers imployed by them. 2y: 
4. Thar our Books be made Parent, and that we and our Sub-colleQors be examined 
" þponOach as to the Verity thereof, and whether there be any thing omitted. 
Which two Conditions relate to our Intromiſsion,and as to any. Intromifſion had 
y us, or any imployed by us, we willingly ſubje& our ſelves, 
| The 3d. Condition which is altogether miſtaken by the Officers is, That 7 caſe 
t be found there was any thing received from the Countrey not given up in the Bocks, 
bat the Tackſmen OR their Sub-collettors, be Iyable in 20 ſs for each Shilling ſo omittea. 
By whichCondition it is plain, That the Parliament underſtood that asPenal,and 
- ſhe puniſhment of Fraud in receiving from the Countrry, and not charging them- 
* klves therewith ; wherefore in the Conditions annexed to our Compting for our 
J tromiſsions, the Parliament juſtly ſtatuces and finds us lyable for our Sub-col- 
if kors and Mannagers imployed by us ; but when it comes to our Omiſſions and 
aults, than the Parliment applys the Penalties to the Tranſgreſſoriin disjunRive 
ords. Viz,That the Tackſmen OR their Sub-coilefors be lyable in 20 fs. for each Shil- 
ug omitted, which was received from the Countrey, not given up in the Books, So that 
PB: cre the Tackſmen received one Shilling from any in theCountrey not given up 
his Book, he is lyable in 20 f, and where the Sub-collefor ſo received whar 
not given up in their Books, the Sub-colleAor, and not the Tackfman, is lyable 
For if the Parliament had intended us lyablc for theſe Frauds of our Sub-col- 
ur ccors, they would infallibly cxpreſt the ſame ; and if they had offered any ſuch 
- »xpreſsion, We would rather hayc a ro our Tack&Quadruples,then ſubjected | 
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payment, which they get in their Hand, but not what is given to cheir Creditor 


our ſelves to the Vintuples for other Mens Tranſgreſsions: And (cing it is not { 
expreſt,and that the Commilgion has moved a Queſtion thereancnr to the Parlia: 
ment, we are conident that the Parliament, with regard to the Circumſtances and 
genuine import of the words, will find cach Man lyable for his own Tranſgreſsion, 

For though we were liable for our Collectors when we imploied them ; yet 
theſe Penalties being impoſed by a fublequent Law, can never reach us who had 
imploied them before that Law. 

[t is of no import, .nor can it be any Defence to the Sub-colleCtors, Thar they 
did not crave the Converſion: Becaule the Converſion was made upon the account 
of the Country, that they might be diſcharged of the Quad;uplcs incurred ; and 
she Penalty was impoſed by Stature upon the Tranſgreiſors. And the Sub-col. 
Ietors would underſtand, that it we were damnified by their Faulre, chey will 
be liable in the Reparation, Therefore the Parliament, for preventing the Mul. 
tiplying of ſuch Proceſl:s, did nor find us liable for their Faults, but cach Man 
for his own: And in this they have no prejudice.) And it is {candalous in any 
Man that has tranſgreſſed, to excuſe himlelt from the Penalty inflicted upon ſuch 
a Tranſgreſſion. | 

The Officers by the Report further urged, That there being S2venteen Thou. 
ſand Pound applicd for payment of the Arrcers to the Country, there remains on 
ly One Thouſand Pound to them of the Fourty Four Thouſand pound contained 
in-our Tack: And if we be not liable ia the Viatuples, they cannot make up their 
Tack-duty of Thirty Thouſand Pound. | 

To which it is Anſ{weted, Thar it (cems the Officers only look upon thar 


Bur they would underſtand, rhat the Seventeen Thouſand Pound of Arrecrg pay- 
ed to the Country, was due by them to ths Country, and fo is payment to 
themſelves; Whereby they have got Eighteen Thouſand Pound, beſides w 
they have and may vuplifr: bo 
It is an odd Argument, Thar if we benot liable in the Vintuples, they cann 
make up their Tack-duty : Which isas much as, whether right or wrong, we mu 
be liable. 
May it therefore pleaſe your Grace and the Flonourable Eſtates, in con{iderati 
that if our Tack had been obſerved to us, and the Rolls timzouſly delivered, a 
the uadruples exatted, we might have been well able to have payed up our T ack 
duty : And that in regard our Tack was not fulfilled to us ; and that the (2ug 
aruples ircurred, and due to US, WAS forgiven to the Conntrey, and that ou 
Tack was therefore looſed,and we ordained to make Compt of our & our Sub-co 
leftors Intromiſſions, as if we had got Commiſſion for that effeit, when weg 
the Tack: And that by the 3d. Condition of that Converſion, w2 or oar Sub-c 
lecdors are lyahle for what is received and not Booked. To allew us our Charg 
and Expenſes, in upiifting Twenty four Thouſand pound whereof a part from ea 
Perſon in the Nat:on,according as is provided an the Ait169 3 .imipoſſiag the Po 
Aud to find, That the Vintuples incurred affeds the Tranſgreſſors, and not 
for them, that being an tntollerable Flardſhip, which we cannot undergo, þ 
would rather have keeped our Tack with the Quadruples : And howzver, th 
prrſuing thereof, will be of great difi.u'ty and more Expeiſe,than all that wi 
&rije therefrae. | | 
Aad Your Grace and Kordſhips Petitioners ſhall ever Pray &c: 


